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With the World Championships coming up, I thought I would take a look at how the competition is going for the different Magic Invitational slots. This year's Invitational will be held Oct. 5-7 in Capetown, South Africa. There will be extensive live coverage on the Sideboard, so please make sure to check in on all the excitement.
For those unfamiliar with the Magic Invitational, it is Magic's equivalent of the all-star game. Sixteen top players from around the world are invited to a special tournament where they will play head to head against each other in a fifteen round, round robin tournament (each player plays each other player once) using five different formats. The winner of the event will earn the right to design their very own Magic card. Cards designed by previous winners are: 
· Avalanche Riders, Urza's Legacy
(designed by Darwin Kastle - champion, Rio de Janeiro)
· Rootwater Thief, Nemesis
(designed by Mike Long - champion, Barcelona)
· Meddling Mage, Planeshift
(designed by Chris Pikula - champion, Kuala Lumpur)
· Shadowmage Infiltrator, Odyssey
(designed by Jon Finkel - champion, Sydney)
· Unnamed Creature, Judgement
(designed by Olle Rade - champion, Hong Kong)
The criteria for this year's Invitational is as follows:
1) Last Year's Magic Invitational Champion
Going into Worlds, this is the only slot that's officially known. Jon Finkel defeated Ben Rubin in the finals of last year's Invitational to claim the title. If Finkel can make it to the finals again this year, he will be the first player to appear in three different Invitational finals. (Finkel and Mike Long are currently the only players to ever appear in two Invitational finals.)
2) 2001 World Champion
This one is obviously a complete unknown. Stay tuned to the Sideboard's live coverage of Magic's pinnacle five-day event to see who takes home the coveted title and this slot.
3) Highest Ranked DCI Member
This slot is given to the player with the highest composite rating on Wed. Aug 15th, (the first Wednesday after the World Championships). Here are the top composite ratings as they stand this week:
	1) Jon Finkel
	2143
	New Brunswick, NJ, United States

	2) Trevor Blackwell
	2077
	San Francisco, CA, United States

	2) Chris Benafel
	2077
	Eugene, OR, United States

	4) Tomi A Walamies
	2076
	Kaunaianen, Finland

	5) Ryan C Fuller
	2072
	Burnaby, BC, Canada

	6) Daniel Clegg
	2069
	San Francisco, CA, United States

	7) Tom Van de Logt
	2057
	Groesbeek, Netherlands

	8) Zvi S Mowshowitz
	2054
	New York, NY, United States

	9) Sol Malka
	2045
	Atlanta, GA, United States

	9) Terry J Tsang
	2045
	Burnaby, BC, Canada

	9) Kai Budde
	2045
	Hamburg, HG, Germany

	9) Tuomo Nieminen
	2045
	Vantaa, Finland


As the defending champion, Finkel is already invited. Most likely whichever player above does the best at Worlds is going to nab this slot.
4) Highest Ranked Player, Pro Points
5) 2nd Highest Ranked Player, Pro Points
6) 3rd Highest Ranked Player, Pro Points
7) 4th Highest Ranked Player, Pro Points
8) 5th Highest Ranked Player, Pro Points
As of this week, the Pro Points for the 2000-2001 season are as follows: 
	Kai Budde
	Germany
	83

	Michael Pustilnik
	USA
	69

	Kamiel Cornelissen
	Netherlands
	69

	Ryan Fuller
	Netherlands
	62

	Chris Benafel
	USA
	59

	Zvi Mowshowitz
	USA
	56

	Daniel Clegg
	USA
	56

	Scott Johns
	USA
	55

	David Williams 
	USA
	51

	Gary Wise
	Canada
	45

	Robert Dougherty
	USA
	44

	Tsuyoshi Fujita
	Japan
	44

	Noah Boeken
	Netherlands
	42

	Olivier Ruel
	France
	42

	Jon Finkel
	USA
	41

	Michael Turian
	USA
	41

	Antoine Ruel
	France
	40

	Benedikt Klauser 
	Austria 
	37

	Bram Snepvangers 
	Netherlands 
	35

	Alan Comer 
	USA
	34

	Patrick Mello 
	Germany 
	34

	Darwin Kastle
	USA
	33

	Brock Parker
	USA
	33

	Matt Vienneau
	Canada
	31

	Bob Maher Jr.
	USA
	30

	Trey Van Cleave
	Denmark
	30


I cut the list off at 29 points as that is the minimum required to win Worlds and tie the current #5 position (Benafel at 59 points plus 2 for Worlds). At 83 points, Budde is almost a mathematical lock. (For those that care, Budde's only chance of not making the cut requires him to bomb out while five of the six people directly below him to all make Top 8 at Worlds.) Pustilnik and Cornelissen shouldn't be sweating too hard, but the others near the top all need to put in a decent showing at Worlds to qualify.
9) Top Ranked North American, Pro Points
Breaking out the North Americans, here's how they stand:
	Michael Pustilnik
	USA
	69

	Chris Benafel
	USA
	59

	Zvi Mowshowitz
	USA
	56

	Daniel Clegg
	USA
	56

	Scott Johns
	USA
	55

	David Williams 
	USA
	51

	Gary Wise
	Canada
	45

	Robert Dougherty
	USA
	44

	Jon Finkel
	USA
	41

	Michael Turian
	USA
	41

	Alan Comer 
	USA
	34

	Darwin Kastle
	USA
	33

	Brock Parker
	USA
	33


Given the current standings, this slot might as well read 6th Highest Ranked Player, Pro Points. Of course, Fujita or a European could sneak into 6th pushing this slot down to 7th.
10) Top Ranked Latin American, Pro Points
Breaking out the Latin Americans, here's how they stand: 
	Gerardo Godinez-Estrada
	Mexico
	14

	Scott Richards
	Uruguay
	12

	Damian Alejandro Brown-Santirso
	Uruguay
	11

	Carlos Eduardo Romao
	Brazil
	09

	Rafael Le Saux
	Chile
	07

	Alexander Sacal
	Mexico
	06

	Diego Ostrovich 
	Argentina 
	05

	Rafael Alvarenga
	Brazil
	05

	Walter Leonardo Witt Palacios 
	Chile 
	05

	Gustavo Chapela
	Mexico 
	04

	Pablo Huerta 
	Argentina 
	04

	Ricardo De Barros
	Brazil 
	04

	Thiago Montenegro Oliveira 
	Brazil 
	04


This is one of the tightest competitions for a slot. Currently the leader Godinez does not have an invite to Worlds. He did come in 5th though at the Mexican Nationals and could possibly show up at Worlds if one of the Mexican team is unable to attend. Godinez's biggest threats come from the four players who do have a Worlds invite. Richards, this year's Latin American champion, needs only 3 points to pass Godinez. The other three players attending Worlds are all on their national team (some as alternates): Brown, Ostrovich and Witt. Odds are one of the these four players leave Worlds with this slot. But don't count Godinez out. If no player manages to place high enough, he might be the first Latin American player to get a back to back invitation (Godinez was the Latin American invite for the Invitational last year in Sydney).
11) Top Ranked European, Pro Points
Breaking out the Europeans, here's how they stand:
	Kai Budde
	Germany
	83

	Kamiel Cornelissen
	Netherlands
	69

	Ryan Fuller
	Netherlands
	62

	Noah Boeken
	Netherlands
	42

	Olivier Ruel
	France
	42

	Antoine Ruel
	France
	40

	Benedikt Klauser 
	Austria 
	37

	Bram Snepvangers 
	Netherlands 
	35

	Patrick Mello 
	Germany 
	34

	Trey Van Cleave 
	Denmark 
	30

	Eivind Nitter 
	Norway 
	28

	Erno Ekebom 
	Finland 
	27

	Franck Canu 
	France 
	27


With Budde and Cornelissen most likely making the top five list for Pro Points, this category will most likely go to Fuller unless he does well enough to pull into the top five himself. For those confused by Fuller's European status, the Canadian national (as well as U.S. national Van Cleave) now lives in the Netherlands. Worlds could still shake this up as a top finish could pull anyone on the above list past Fuller.
12) Top Ranked APAC, Pro Points
Breaking out the players from APAC, here's how they stand:
	Tsuyoshi Fujita
	Japan
	44

	Satoshi Nakamura
	Japan
	26

	Masayuki Higashino 
	Japan 
	23

	Albertus Hui Chin Law 
	Singapore 
	23

	Katsuhiro Mori 
	Japan
	23

	Toshiki Tsukamoto 
	Japan 
	16

	Tobey Tamber 
	Taiwan, ROC 
	15

	Tomohiro Maruyama 
	Japan 
	14

	Jinpei Hassaku 
	Japan 
	13


Of all the regions, this one seems the least in doubt. Barring a Top 8 at Worlds by one of the players above, Fujita has this slot locked up. 
13) Highest Ranked Player, Fan Ballot
14) 2nd Highest Ranked Player, Fan Ballot
15) 3rd Highest Ranked Player, Fan Ballot
16) 4th Highest Ranked Player, Fan Ballot
The final four slots will be awarded to the four highest (uninvited) players from the Player's Ballot. This is where you all come in. Each DCI member may submit one ballot with up to sixteen votes. The ballot consists of every player from the 2000-2001 season with a minimum of 11 pro points (the minimum equivalent of attending every Pro Tour for the 2000-2001 season). This year's Invitational ballot will be posted on the Sideboard on Monday, Aug. 13th. The deadline for voting is 12:00 pm PST on Wednesday, August 22, 2001. The sixteen invitees will be announced on-line once the final list is compiled.
Invitation Pass Downs
Invitations based on winning an event (Invitational Champion & World Champion) pass down to the Player's Ballot. Invitations based on a ranking (slots #3 - #16) will pass down to the next qualified player on the same list. 
The Magic Invitational is the one event a year where the players get a voice, so please remember to come to the Sideboard and vote. Also, make sure to turn in to the Sideboard for live coverage of this year's World Championships held Aug. 8-12 in Toronto, Canada.
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